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Introduction 

This Readiness Action Plan supports and 
promotes the necessary preparations for the 
changes that will arise at the end of the transition 
period in less than two months’ time, on 31 
December 2020. In many respects it draws on the 
Government’s Brexit Contingency Plans of 2018 
and 2019.  
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The Withdrawal Agreement also provides for a transition 
period.  The transition period was intended to give time for 
national administrations, businesses and citizens to prepare 
for the changes that will arise as of 1 January 2021.  In other 
words, following the end of the transition period, the UK 
will be outside the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union, 
and will no longer be bound by EU law.  This will significantly 
change the way the EU and the UK engage in the future. 

The United Kingdom left the European 
Union on 1 February 2020 after both 
sides had concluded a Withdrawal 
Agreement which facilitates an orderly 
departure. Regardless of the outcome 
of the future relationship negotiations, 
the provisions of the Withdrawal 
Agreement will apply. 
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The EU and the UK are currently negotiating a future partnership 
agreement.  The EU’s approach to the negotiations is underpinned by 
the Political Declaration signed by the EU and the UK in October 2019.  
The Declaration set out the parameters for an ‘ambitious, broad, deep 
and flexible partnership across trade and economic cooperation with a 
comprehensive and balanced Free Trade Agreement (FTA) at its core’. 
One of the key issues addressed in the Political Declaration is the need 
for a strong level playing field, to ensure fair and open competition 
and to prevent businesses gaining an uncompetitive advantage by 
diminishing important protections of workers and the environment – 
an important element of any deal given the geographic closeness and 
interconnected nature of the EU’s and the UK’s economies.  

To date, the EU and the UK have completed several formal rounds of 
negotiations. Given the progress thus far, the Government decided to 
intensify its readiness work on the basis of two scenarios: 

a.  limited FTA, 

b.  hard Brexit with the EU and the UK trading on World Trade    
       Organisation (WTO) terms. 

While Malta still supports the closest possible relationship between the 
EU and the UK, prudence dictates that the Government approaches its 
readiness planning on this basis.  With less than two months until the 
end of transition period, it is vital that government, businesses and 
citizens understand the changes that will arise and take steps now 
to mitigate the risks.  Both scenarios will raise many, although not all, 
of the risks which arose in the No Deal planning undertaken last year, 
ahead of the Withdrawal Agreement being concluded.  

In the first scenario, the EU and the UK would agree a limited FTA with 
acceptable level playing field elements, providing for zero tariffs and zero 
quotas.  This outcome will bring substantial challenges for supply chains 
and trade flows and will require checks and controls in both directions 
on EU-UK trade.  In practice, this will mean that every time a Maltese 
company or individual imports from, or exports to, the UK, they will need 
to (at least) complete a customs declaration. A limited FTA would not 
address the full range of the EU’s relations with the UK.   

 

If the EU and the UK fail to reach an agreement, we will be faced with 
a hard Brexit and an immediate and disorderly change in the way the 



November           2020

05

EU and the UK trade and engage.  In this scenario, 
on 1 January 2021, the EU and the UK will trade on 
WTO rules. In addition to the implications outlined 
above, this outcome will also see the introduction 
of tariffs and quotas on trade in both directions.   

Either scenario will be highly disruptive and will 
have economic and legal implications.  

The EU and the UK negotiations are continuing 
and our planning, together with EU partners, in 
respect of a number of key areas such as tariffs, 
connectivity and transport and data sharing will 
evolve as the outcome of the negotiations becomes 
clearer. However, it is already very clear that a range 
of changes will definitively take place regardless 
of the outcome of the negotiations and it is vital 
that we step up our preparations to address these 
changes now.  Of these, the most significant is that, 
from 1 January 2021, the UK will no longer apply 
the rules of the Single Market and Customs Union. 
This means that any business, regardless of size, 
who moves goods from, to or through the United 
Kingdom will be subject to a range of new customs 
formalities and other regulatory requirements.   

The Government acknowledges that the end 
of the transition period approaches at a time 
when businesses and citizens are already under 
considerable strain because of the COVID19 
crisis.  This is not the context in which we would 
have chosen to implement such a major change 
to the relationship between the EU and the UK. 
However, as the UK Government has made clear 
that the transition period will not be extended, 
we all must turn our efforts to strengthening our 
readiness preparations. 

 The Government will take this work forward in two 
distinct but overlapping streams:  

a.  Work which the Government can lead directly;

b.  Communicating with and supporting sectors    
       and businesses most directly impacted;   

This readiness work for the end of the transition 
is also different from earlier no deal preparations 
as it will require planning for both immediate 
challenges, but also long term, permanent changes, 
to current arrangements. It is also expected that 
EU contingencies will be limited.  

Time is also short and it is not feasible to await the 
outcome of the negotiations before acting. It is 
clear that, no matter what, the status quo will not 
be maintained.  This Readiness Action Plan outlines 
concrete actions that the Government, businesses 
and citizens can take to address the changes and 
mitigate the risks that will arise regardless of the 
outcome of the ongoing negotiations. 

The Government will continue to develop and 
refine its readiness efforts.  This work will be 
underpinned by a communications and outreach 
programme. We recognise that preparing for 
these changes is extremely challenging for many 
businesses already severely affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and will try to support them 
as much as possible over the coming months. 

The Government remains grateful for its ongoing 
engagement with stakeholders and constituted 
bodies and will continue to work closely with its 
partners in addressing our shared objectives. We 
will face the challenge of the end of the transition 
period as an EU Member State, with the support, 
solidarity and strength this brings. 
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01.

Readiness 
measures at 
governmental 
level 

Working with a broad range of stakeholders to 
address the needs of sectors and businesses 
impacted by the UK’s departure, as well as an array 
of societal and citizen-focused issues, is central to 
the Government’s approach to Brexit readiness. 
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1.1 
Economic and 
Budgetary Measures 

While Malta has an open economy, the UK remains a key 
partner and is the destination for almost around 5% of our 
goods and services exports (2018) and the source of 8% of our 
imports (2018). Overall trade with the UK was valued at about 
€4.1 billion in 2018. It is a vital market for Malta.  

Elements of Brexit readiness work, such as business and 
employment supports are already being applied in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The policy response to the spread 
of COVID-19, both domestically and internationally, while 
necessary from a public health perspective, has resulted in a 
contraction in global and domestic economic activity. 

There will be additional challenges, including new customs   
and Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) requirements and 
trading arrangements.  

A number of EU supports will also be available. The European 
Council recently approved a €5 billion Brexit Adjustment 
Reserve, to support countries and sectors worst-hit by the 
impacts of Brexit. 
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 Government will in the period to the end of transition: 

•  Continue to provide a wide variety of supports and assistance to businesses to 
help them get ready, while also continuing to provide supports to businesses and 
individuals impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

•  Engage constructively with the European Commission to explore the full range of 
State aid flexibilities and supports for sectors impacted by Brexit. 

•  Increase communication and stakeholder engagement to ensure businesses are 
aware of available supports. 

Businesses should now:

•  Visit www.maltagov.com.mt and http://maltaenterprise.com/support/         
brexit-support-scheme) for information on available Government and EU 
support programmes.

•  Avail of Brexit advice from your trade representative body and/or the relevant 
Government Department to ensure you are not missing out on vital help available. 
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1.2
Communications 
and Stakeholder 
Engagement 

A key element of the Government’s 
readiness work will include a public 
information campaign to businesses 
and citizens and will be underpinned 
by outreach to key stakeholders. In 
the coming months, all Ministries 
and Departments will further 
step-up their levels of engagement 
with stakeholders. The Minister for 
Foreign and European Affairs will 
continue to engage with MEUSAC 
and the MCESD in this regard.   It will 
encourage engagement and action 
on the part of businesses and citizens 
to prepare for the enduring changes 
arising in 2021 by highlighting that 
the status quo is not an option and 
now is the time to prepare for the end 
of the transition period.

The campaign will comprise of 
stakeholder briefings, and national 
press campaigns to build further 
awareness among businesses and 
sectoral audiences of the challenges 

and changes that will arise when 
the transition period ends, highlight 
the steps the Government is 
taking to address these challenges 
and encourage them to take 
necessary actions and to take up 
all relevant offers of support. We 
will also refresh and re-run public 
information campaigns. 

To do so, the Government 
will increase the use of virtual 
communications platforms. 
Websites and social media accounts 
will remain important. www.brexit.
gov.mt remains a trusted signposting 
website for businesses and citizens. 
The content of the site and its 
links continue to be reviewed and 
refreshed to help the interested 
citizen and business gain easy access 
to practical information and advice 
on a wide range of issues, and on the 
many Government supports that are 
available to them. 
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Businesses and individuals should now 
stay up to date:

 •  Visit www.brexit.gov.mt regularly for up to date practical 
information and Brexit developments. 

 •  Check out the latest EU information on Brexit 
preparedness for businesses and for citizens on:       
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/
info_site/com_2020_324_2_communication_from_
commission_to_inst_en_0.pdf & https://trade.ec.europa.
eu/access-to-markets/en/content/ 

 •  Follow BREXIT - BE PREPARED on Facebook - the main 
Government account for the latest Brexit-related news. 
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1.3
Business Supports 

Government Departments and regulatory bodies 
have made available a range of business supports, 
including financial, upskilling, and advisory 
supports to prepare for Brexit.  

All sectors that trade with the UK, both in 
goods and services will be impacted by the 
UK’s withdrawal. Regarding goods in particular, 
economic operators need to prepare for significant 
consequences in relation to customs formalities, 
indirect tax and where applicable SPS controls 
as of 1 January 2021. Declarations will have to 
be lodged and customs authorities may require 
guarantees for potential or existing customs 
debts. Certifications and other documentation 
may also be required for certain products (see part 
on product safety, type approvals, placing on the 
market rules and conformity checks). 

UK goods entering the EU will be subject to 
customs duties and EU exports will be subject to 
UK customs duties too.1 

Companies that have commercial activity with the 
UK or have an intention to engage in such activities 
should visit the website of the Director General 
for Trade of the European Commission on access 
to markets on the following link: https://trade.
ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/. 

The website provides important information on 
tariffs, Rules of Origin (ROSA) and other import 
and export procedures when trading with third 
countries.

To aid preparations for sectors trading with the UK, 
the Customs Department is once again calling on 
those economic operators who either solely trade 
with the UK, or who trade exclusively with the UK 
and the EU, to consider registering and obtaining 
an Economic Operator Registration Identification 
(EORI) number to be able to lodge declarations for 
their imports and exports (post-transition period). 

The Customs Department is also encouraging 
economic operators to apply for an Authorised 
Economic Operator (AEO) status. There are 
several important trade facilitation incentives that 
AEOs can benefit from. 

Furthermore, the Customs Department is once 
again renewing its offer for training  to those 
economic operators who either solely trade with the 
UK, or who trade exclusively with the UK and the EU. 

The Commission also published a checklist to help 
those businesses that trade with the UK to make 
final preparations.2

1 The tariffs applicable can be accessed from the TARIC database.
2 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/na0220590enn_002.pdf
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Government will: 

 Continue to encourage economic operators to initiate the EORI registration 
process by sending an email to: eori.customs@gov.mt. Further details on this can 
be found  on the following link: https://customs.gov.mt/bus/economic-operators- 
registration-identification

  Continue to encourage economic operators to apply for an AEO. Additoonal 
information can be found on the Customs Department’s website – www.customs.
gov.mt under the ‘Businesses and Trade’ tab, ‘Authorised Economic Operators’ tab. 

•  Continue to encourage operators who trade with the UK to apply for training. 
Applications in this regard, should be forwarded by e-mail to the Customs Training 
Unit on customs.training@gov.mt. Further information related to the cross-border 
movement of goods between the EU and the UK can be found on the Customs 
Department’s website: https://customs.gov.mt/

Businesses should now:

Identify the appropriate preparedness and economic supports to assist their 
preparation for the impact of Brexit.  

 Engage with relevant departments as well as representative bodies to take advantage 
of the information resources being provided. 

Representative bodies should explore opportunities to engage with departments 
and agencies on organising seminars or webinars for their members. 

Current Brexit Support schemes, in place and available to 
businesses, include:  

Malta Enterprise’s BREXIT Support Scheme (subsidising  BREXIT-related 
consultancy: http://maltaenterprise.com/support/brexit-support-scheme) is still 
open.  Besides, any enterprise wishing to invest in order to improve its readiness for 
BREXIT, e.g. by diversifying products and/or markets, is able to apply for a wide range 
of assistance under our other schemes.
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1.4 
Port and Airport 

Regardless of the results of the future partnership negotiations, 
the UK will leave the EU Customs Union and Single Market and 
goods imported from, exported to, or transiting through the UK 
will be subject to new customs and regulatory (including SPS) 
procedures. Given the volume of trade, implementing these new 
procedures required investment.   

Since 2018, detailed work has been underway across 
Government to invest in the infrastructure and systems required 
for additional checks and controls for trade with the UK, at the 
port and at the airport. 

During the past three years, the Customs Department has 
recruited 82 Customs Officials and 22 Customs Assistants to 
address the staff complement gap that existed. 20% of these were 
recruited, specifically to cater for the additional burden expected 
with the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union.  

An information / outreach campaign by Customs was conducted 
throughout 2019 and 2020. This will continue until the end of the 
transition period.  

Customs’ declarations for all consignments imported from, or 
exported to the UK, as groupage cargo, containers, fast parcel, 
postal service and airfreight will have to be lodged in the Customs 
IT systems and risk analysed. A percentage of these consignments 
will then be selected for physical control by Customs officials. 
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In terms of Passenger traffic, 
Customs will have to deal with 12 
additional inbound and 12 additional 
outbound flights with 160 passengers 
each, every day and an increase in the 
monitoring of accompanied cargo 
brought through these flights. The 
increase in flights to and from the 
UK requires some infrastructural 
changes at the inspection areas 
within the customs arrivals and 
departures outstations. 

With respect to Cargo traffic, an 
average of 25 groupage cargo trailers 
per week convey cargo from the UK 
to Malta by road resulting in around 
250 additional Customs declarations 
lodged every week. This in addition to 
an average of 30 full load containers 
that are imported from the UK every 
week resulting in as much additional 
declarations per week. 

Insofar as Fast Parcel traffic is 
concerned, there are around 5,500 
parcels that are received every week 
from the UK. This is a fluid area 
due to the continuous increase in 
e-commerce. A heavy impact is also 
expected on Parcel Post in view of the 
steady increase is e-commerce. 

Airfreight consignments from the 
UK amount to 100 per week. The 
Customs Department has taken the 
required administrative measures 
in order to deal with the above-
mentioned increased workloads. 

Discussions are also currently 
ongoing with the Malta International 
Airport for the quick deployment 
of two scanning machines that are 
being procured by the Customs 
Department.  The Customs 
department is adequately geared for 
a no-deal scenario. 

As regards Value Added Tax, once 
the UK withdraws from the EU, it will 
immediately be considered as a third 
country insofar as VAT is concerned. 
This means that the supply of goods 
to the UK and the acquisition of goods 
from the UK will no longer fall under 
the intra-community supplies and 
intra-community acquisitions rules. 
This means that all transactions in 
goods to and from the UK will be 
deemed as import / export insofar 
as VAT is concerned and must be 
presented to the customs department 
for clearance. Goods originating from 
the UK will incur VAT at customs point.
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Businesses should now:

 •  Avail of opportunities to engage with the Government 
Departments to understand the changes that will arise at 
our ports and airports.

 •  Businesses moving live animals, plants and products of 
animal and plant origin should as soon as possible:

• Register for an Economic Operators’ Registration 
Identification (EORI);

• Contact the Competent Authority delegated to the 
category of goods and controls falling under their 
remit.

• Follow advice issued by the relevant directorate. 
Information about the relevant directorates can be 
found on the website of the Ministry for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Animal Rights (https://agrifish.gov.mt/
en/Pages/Index.aspx and  https://agrifish.gov.mt/
en/phd/Pages/home.asp) 
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1.5
EU Brexit Readiness and 
Contingency Planning 

Work at EU level to prepare for Brexit and provide advice to businesses 
and citizens has been a key factor in complementing readiness work across 
Government in areas where competence rests at EU level or where there is 
benefit in coordinating the national responses of individual Member States.   

The European Commission has published 7 Communications on Brexit 
readiness and contingency planning.  The most recent such Communication 
on ‘Getting Ready for Changes’ was published on 9 July 2020.3 This provides 
an overview of the main areas of change that will take place at the end of 
the transition period regardless of the outcome of the ongoing EU-UK 
negotiations. It provides a useful complement to this Action Plan.  

1.5.1  –  EU Readiness Notices

 
The European Commission is continiously updating its 102 sector-specific 
Readiness Notices to help stakeholders to prepare for the end of the transition 
period. The Commission intends these readiness notices as an important source 
of information for stakeholders and pubic administrations about changes that 
need to be made before the end of the transition period. They cover a wide 
range of areas including, for example, air transport, the movement of animals, 
customs, data protection, waste, fluorinated greenhouse gases, road transport, 
and VAT on goods and services. In particular, the revised notices provide advice 
on the impact of the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland.4

3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/com_2020_324_2_
communication_from_commission_to_inst_en_0.pdf
4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-and-united-kingdom-forging-new-
partnership/future-partnership/getting-ready-end-transition-period_en
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Government will: 

Work with its EU partners, to continue 
to ensure EU readiness and contingency 
planning addresses the needs of 
businesses and citizens.  

Businesses and stakeholders 
should now: 

Commission readiness notices and take 
the necessary action ahead of the end of 
the transition period. 5 

1.5.2  –  EU Contingency Measures  

As part of its no deal Brexit planning work, 
the Commission published a number of 
Communications on its approach to preparing 
for the UK’s withdrawal. These Communications 
detailed the state of play of EU preparations, and 
a number of EU legislative contingency measures 
were also adopted.  These contingency measures 
were temporary in nature, and were intended to 
mitigate the worst impacts of a no deal Brexit.   
The entry into force of the Withdrawal Agreement 
ensured that a number of the earlier contingency 
measures will no longer be necessary while the 
Commission has made clear that stakeholders 
should take advantage of the extra time provided 
by the transition period to ensure they have taken 
all the necessary steps to prepare. Substantive 
discussions on possible contingency measures 
with the European Commission and other Member 
States will likely not take place until later in 2020. 
Contingencies for the end of the transition period 
can be expected to be very limited in scope and will 
not maintain the status quo. 

 

5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-
and-united-kingdom-forging-new-partnership/
future-partnership/getting-ready-end-   
transition-period_en
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02.

Trade 
in goods 
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2.1 
Trade in Goods 

From 1 January 2021, regardless of the outcome of the 
ongoing negotiations, the UK will no longer be part of the EU’s 
Single Market and Customs Union. This means any business 
that moves goods from, to or through the UK will be subject 
to a range of new customs formalities, SPS checks and other 
regulatory requirements, that do not apply in any form today 
to such trade. 

 

The main elements of these changes are set out below, but 
it is vital that businesses, no matter how small, take steps to 
understand the impacts any new rules or processes will have 
on operations.  Failure to engage with and implement these 
new requirements will prevent operators from trading with 
the UK or could lead to significant delays in moving goods 
from, to or across the UK from 1 January 2021.  

 

The UK Government has published plans for a new range of 
checks and controls.6

 

6 https://www.gov.uk/eubusiness
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2.1.1  –  Customs Processes for 
imports from, and exports to,    
the United Kingdom   

From 1 January 2021, all goods imported 
into Malta from the UK or exported 
from Malta to the UK will be subject to 
customs processes. The critical first step 
in terms of Brexit readiness is to register 
for an EORI (Economic Operators 
Registration Identification) number. 

Certain businesses may wish to consider 
becoming an Authorised Economic 
Operator (AEO). This authorisation 
recognises reliable operators as ‘trusted 
traders’ and can offer various benefits. 
Additionally, there are some simplified 
customs procedures that allow businesses 
to import goods and to perform customs 
formalities more easily. This includes 
the facility to defer payment of import 
charges or claim total or partial relief 
from import charges. You can find 
further information on how to apply for 
these authorisations on the Customs 
Department’s website.7

2.1.2  –  Supply Chain and Origin                   
of Goods 

From the end of the transition period, and 
without prejudice to any arrangements 
that may be put in place in an EU-UK future 
partnership agreement, UK products or 
materials will no longer be considered 
as EU originating for the purposes of 
international trade.

  

Before 1 January 2021, it is important that 
a business understands where its goods 
originate from, the value of the goods, the 
customs classification code and invoicing 
currency.  In considering the origin of goods, 
it is necessary to review both the material 
inputs and processing operations.   

The country of origin of goods is a factor in 
determining the amount of duty payable and 
must be proven for goods to benefit from 
preferential treatment. Goods imported from 
the UK that do not meet origin requirements 
will be liable for customs duties even if the EU 
and UK agree a zero tariff, zero quota EU-UK 
trade agreement.   

7 https://customs.gov.mt/ 
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The change in status of UK origin will also impact Maltese businesses 
who use UK inputs when availing of the benefits of EU FTAs with other 
FTA partner countries. Exporters should review and, if necessary, adjust 
their supply chains so that products meet the thresholds required to 
avail of preferential rates under EU Free Trade Agreements with non-EU 
countries.  This may include countries that have concluded an FTA with 
the UK, depending on the terms of that agreement.  Furthermore, to 
maintain preferential originating status, goods will also have to meet 
any direct transport/non-alteration provisions (i.e. the goods must 
travel directly between the countries party to the FTA or be under 
customs control if they transit through a third country). 

2.1.3  –  Import Duties (Customs Duty, VAT and Excise)  

Consideration is required on the impact that import duties may have on 
cash flow. VAT will be chargeable on goods imported into Malta from 
the UK while exporters must be able to prove that the goods left the 
Union in order to apply the zero rate of VAT applicable to exports. If a 
business uses any EU VAT simplifications such as triangulation or self-
billing, these will no longer be available where part of the transaction 
occurs in the UK. Similarly, the European VAT Refund (EVR) system will 
no longer be available to reclaim VAT expended or refund VAT charged 
in the UK.  

 

Similar to the current scenario, excise duty will be incurred when 
excisable goods such as alcoholic beverages or tobacco are imported 
into the EU from the UK, once the UK becomes a third country at the 
end of the transition period.  As a third country, a Duty Free and VAT 
refund Scheme may also operate between Malta and the UK. 

2.1.4  –  Logistics 

Brexit may also impact the logistics model used by a business.  
Businesses, including haulage and logistic companies, should be familiar 
with all documentation that will be required for moving goods between 
Malta and the UK from the end of the transition period. 
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Hauliers will not be able to board ferries to 
and from the UK from 1 January 2021 unless all 
documentation has been completed in advance 
and properly presented. 

 

2.1.5  –  EU Single Market Accreditations, 
Certifications and Market Surveillance 
for Goods/Products 

From 1 January 2021, UK notified bodies will no 
longer be authorised to certify the compliance 
of products with EU rules and standards in 
respect of specific regulatory controls, public 
safety and health. 

For businesses that currently rely on UK Notified 
Bodies for conformity assessment certificates, 
it is vital to source an alternative approved 
Notified Body established in the EU. This may 
involve transferring existing certificates to a 
Notified Body in another EU Member State or 
obtaining new ones altogether.  The Government 
acknowledges that many businesses have already 
taken the necessary steps to address this issue.  
Companies that source products, requiring EU 
certification, from the UK should engage with their 
EU-based Notified Bodies. 

The European Commission’s NANDO website8 
also provides a list of designated EU Notified 
Bodies.  

 

Importers of products/ingredients that require 
organic certification should ensure that the 
certifying body of the UK product has been 
recognised by the EU Commission. Companies 
exporting to the UK should check the UK 

Government website and the information in the 
“UK Product Safety and Metrology Guidance in a 
‘no deal’ Brexit”.9

 

Other impacts in this area that businesses may 
wish to consider include requirements to register 
products on EU databases; requirements to be 
established in the EU (which will no longer include 
the UK) and requirements relating to the marking 
and labelling of goods. 

 

In relation to industrial products (including 
construction products), manufacturers, 
distributors, importers and authorised 
representatives must comply with their 
obligations and responsibilities under EU product 
legislation when placing a product on the EU 
market.  For example, an economic operator 
established in the EU who, prior to the end of 
the transition period, was considered as an EU 
distributor of products received from the UK 
will become an importer for the purposes of EU 
product legislation in relation to such products as 
of the end of the transition period. This operator 
will have to comply with the more stringent 
obligations applicable to an importer.   

 

The Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs 
Authority may provide more information on these 
elements. A dedicated webpage has been created 
in this regard (https://mccaa.org.mt/Section/
Content?contentId=3700). 

 

8 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/
9 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-product-safety-
and-metrology-in-a-no-deal-brexit
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2.1.6  –  Importing or Exporting Animals, 
Plants, and Products of Animal and    
Non-animal Origin

Importers of products in this category will 
also need to be registered on TRACES10 (an EU 
Commission system for the electronic completion 
of documentation required for imports of certain 
consignments from third countries). 

 

Moreover, they are being urged to contact as soon 
as possible the Competent Authority delegated to 
the category of goods and controls falling under 
their remit.

Importers should also follow the advice issued by 
the relevant directorate. Information about the 
relevant directorates can be found on the webiste 
of the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Animal Rights: https://agrifish.gov.mt/en/Pages/
Index.aspx and https://agrifish.gov.mt/en/phd/
Pages/home.aspx

Further information on the registration processes, 
and more generally in relation to importing and 
exporting animals, plants, and products of animal 
and plant origin (including fish) from or to the 

United Kingdom from 1 January 2021 can be 
found on: https://agrifish.gov.mt/en/vrd/Pages/
travelpetbrexit.aspx.   

2.1.7  –  New UK checks and controls 

On 13 July 2020, the UK Government published its 
Border Operating Model,11 outlining plans for the 
introduction of border controls on exports to the 
UK from the EU.  

These plans indicate that controls will be 
implemented in three phases, from 1 January 2021 
and with full controls implemented by July 2021.  
In addition to outlining the various elements that 
come online in each phase, the paper also provides 
details of the models that will be used at border 
locations, various IT platforms, as well as details 
for moving excisable goods and VAT. 

It is important that businesses trading with the UK, 
make themselves aware of their responsibilities in 
relation to UK customs and regulatory checks and 
controls.  In particular, it will be necessary to be 
aware of the introduction of controls on a phased 
basis in January, April and July.  

10 https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/traces_en 
11 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model
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2.1.8  –  Non-commercial movement         
of pets 

Non-commercial pet movements refer to dogs, 
cats and other animals travelling accompanied 
by their owner. When the transition period ends 
the rules on non-commercial pet movements 
between Malta and the UK will change. The 
nature of these changes is not yet confirmed and 
may not be decided until close to the end of the 
transition period. Depending on the final shape 
of these changes, there is a risk of significant 
disruption to those bringing pets from the UK to 
Malta, including potential delays or quarantines. 

Information on the requirements for bringing a 
pet dog, cat or ferret from the UK can be found 
on the following website: https://agrifish.gov.
mt/en/vrd/Pages/travelpetbrexit.aspx. 

 

Anyone wishing to bring a pet dog, cat or ferret 
from Malta to the UK should check the UK 
Government advice on pet movement between 
the UK and the EU. 12

12 https://www.gov.uk/bring-pet-to-uk
13 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_movements_of_live_animals.pdf

Government will: 

 Continue to provide, and update, 
guidance to assist pet owners planning to 
move pets between Malta and the UK. 

  Continue to provide, and update guidance 
for veterinary practitioners assisting pet 
owners in their preparations for travel. 

The European Commission has published 
a Notice on Travelling which contains 
detailed guidance on pet travel.13
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2.2
Retail Trade 
(Online Retail) 

While e-commerce flows may well continue after the end of the 
transition period, the operating environment for online retail 
will change, including for consumers buying from UK traders 
operating from/through websites in the UK. 

Consumers should be aware that from 1 January 2021 
purchases from or through websites in the UK will incur 
additional import charges, duty and VAT, just as for any other 
third country. Administrative costs of export and re-import 
declarations in relation to returns for retailers will arise. 

Products of animals or plants subject to SPS checks will 
have to undergo such checks and fees may be payable. In 
certain instances, EU consumer protection legislation may no 
longer apply to or in respect of the UK, removing the legally 
enforceable guarantees currently available in EU law to both 
retailers and consumers. 
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Government will: 

 Continue to engage with stakeholders on readiness issues and to communicate to them 
the supports that are available. It will also continue to provide updated information to 
consumers about how their rights may be affected at the end of the transition period.  

  Through the Ministry for the Economy, Investment and Small Businesses, continue 
to work with Irish businesses that supply into the UK retail market to ensure they are 
undertaking appropriate preparations.  

 Run a further public awareness campaign on the potential changes to consumer rights. 

Businesses should now:

Intensify preparations for the changes that will occur on 1 January 2021. 

 Prepare for new customs arrangements and ensure they register with the                      
relevant authorities. 

  Ensure that supply chain partners are prepared for new customs arrangements. 

Individuals should now:

Understand the implications (including additional costs, delivery issues, after sales 
complaints, withdrawal rights and refunds) of making online purchases after the end of 
the transition period from traders whose operations are based in the UK. 

 Familiarise themselves with how consumer rights may be affected by the end of the 
transition period. 

 The European Commission has published a Readiness Notice on Consumer Protection 
providing guidance on how consumers’ rights will be affected by the end of the 
transition period.14 

 See also: http://www.maltaenterprise.com/ and https://mccaa.org.mt/

14  https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/consumer_protection_and_passenger_rights_en.pdf 
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2.3
Supply of Medicines and 
Medical Devices 

The Ministry for Health and the Malta Medicines Authority is working with 
stakeholders throughout the supply chain, at national and EU level to ensure 
that regulatory issues and any potential supply issues are addressed, in so far as 
is possible, to protect the continuity of supply of medicines and medical devices.  

Medicines

Efforts with industry, at national and EU level, are being undertaken to ensure 
that a no agreement scenario does not have immediate impact on the supply 
of medicines. Any emerging supply issues be dealt with from existing supplies 
held within the domestic supply chain. 

There are already additional stocks of medicines routinely built into the 
medicine supply chain. Efforts are underway to maintain a buffer stockpile of 
6 months, based on annual forecast consumption, although it is worth noting 
that COVID-19 has made for very erratic demand. On average Malta is carrying 
double the stockpile it would normally maintain. 

The Central Procurement and Supplies Unit (CPSU) within the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister is also seeking to widen its sourcing portfolio, also 
by means of securing sources from outside the EU, in case these are not 
available from the EU, as per the mandate it was given. It is prepared to have 
translations of SPCs / PIL, relabelling and reserialisation, in case of sourcing 
not being from English as an original language. This includes registration of 
product locally, in the absence of availability of supplies from the market 
authorisation (MA) holders. It is also liaising with the Medicines Authority/
Licensing Authority to attain exemptions, in case no other sources of supplies 
are identified and treatment cannot be shifted to other treatment regimes. 
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The Directorate for Pharmaceutical Affairs (DPA) within 
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister is also regularly 
revising the Government Formulary List (GFL) medicines 
specifications, with specific focus where CPSU informs 
there are procurement challenges. Through its actions, 
DPA analyses market issues and clinical evidence, 
liaises with the clinical teams and proposes updated 
specifications to include suitable alternatives.  The 
ultimate aim is to support CPSU in its activities and ensure 
GFL medicines availability for hospital and out-patient use.

On its part, the Medicines Authority has been engaging 
with stakeholders since 2017, with stakeholder meetings, 
one to one meetings with companies (both local and 
overseas based companies) and regular quarterly mailshots 
to all MA holders.  

A good number of medicines authorised in Malta are joint 
packs with UK (MA), or are being imported on the basis 
of Article 126(a) of Directive 2001/83/EC from the UK, 
and companies who are no longer interested in having 
their products on the Maltese market have not moved 
the activities from the UK to the EU-27. The Medicines 
Authority will continue to monitor the situation and 
communicate with stakeholders.  

Through engagement with medicine wholesalers, efforts are 
ongoing to ensure there will be sufficient stock to bridge any 
initial gaps, should they occur.  The Government will continue 
to monitor this situation. All available measures will be taken 
to ensure continuity of treatment for patients in Malta .

Medical Devices 

Manufacturers of medical devices that are currently 
certified by UK notified bodies but placed on the EU 
market, need to transfer certificates to an EU27 notified 
body in advance of the end of the transition period. 

Government will: 

 Will have on buffer stocks of 
medicines and medical devices 
and further develop contingency 
measures where necessary to ensure 
continuity of treatment for patients.

  Engage with industry (including 
marketing authorisation holders, 
wholesalers, pharmacists and 
clinicians) on alternative sources, 
alternative medicines or treatment 
regimens in order to ensure 
continuity of supplies to in- and out-
patients in Malta. 

Continue to work with the European 
Commission on the issue of the supply 
of medicines post-Brexit. 

The European Commission has 
published a Readiness Notice to help 
stakeholders in the area of medicines 
and medical devices to prepare for 
the end of the transition period.15

 For more information visit:  
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.
mt/en/cpsu/Pages/About-Us/
Corporate-Identity.aspx 

 http://www.medicinesauthority.gov.
mt/brexit?l=1

15 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_medicinal_products.pdf 
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03.

Connectivity, 
Transport 
& Travel
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3.1 
Connectivity 

Given Malta’s geographic position, securing 
effective connectivity between Malta and the UK 
has been a key priority of the Government’s position. 
Key aspects relating to connectivity, including in 
areas such as aviation remain subject to the ongoing 
negotiations between the EU and the UK. 

However, whatever the outcome of the current 
negotiations, there will be changes which 
businesses and individuals must prepare for.  

The following section outlines the implications 
of the UK’s departure from the EU for transport 
and travel. 
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3.1.1  –  Aviation 

Air Connectivity 

EU-UK negotiations on the future 
relationship include a range of issues in the 
aviation sector including air access between 
the EU and the UK and aviation safety. 
However, key issues relating to aviation 
remain to be agreed between the EU and 
the UK. The outcome of the negotiations 
will determine the level of access that will 
be allowed from 1 January 2021. However, 
even if an agreement is reached, it will not 
provide for the same level of access as is 
currently available. 

Should the negotiations fail to conclude 
successfully, or should the EU’s ambitions 
in the area of aviation fail to be realised, 
there are limited internationally agreed fall 
backs in the area of aviation connectivity. 
In that scenario, Malta will engage with the 
European Commission on the possibility 
of an EU Contingency Regulation to 
facilitate an appropriate level of aviation 
connectivity with the UK from the end of 
the transition period.   

 

Airline Ownership and Control 

Under EU law, air operators must fulfil 
certain ownership and control (O&C) criteria 
in order to be classified as an EU air carrier, 
i.e. EU airlines must be over 50% owned and 
controlled by EU nationals. 

 

Aviation Safety  

Certain certificates issued by the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) to persons 
and organisations located in the UK will no 
longer be valid in the EU as of the end of the 
transition period. EU air carriers and holders 
of aviation safety certificates must ensure 
that they are in compliance with Union 
requirements as set out in the aviation 
safety acquis.   

Passenger Security 

On 14 March 2019 the EU took the 
necessary regulatory measures to add the 
UK to the list of countries with which it 
has a ‘One Stop Security’ agreement. As 
a result, passengers (and their baggage) 
flying from the UK will continue to be able 
to transfer at an EU airport for an onward 
flight without experiencing additional 
security rescreening procedures. 

The UK Government has also confirmed that 
the security screening requirements for all 
direct passenger flights to and from the UK 
will remain as they are today.  
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Government will: 

 Continue to engage with the European Commission in relation to key issues in           
the aviation sector. 

Businesses should now:

Consider what contingency plans will need to be in place in the event of existing 
levels of market access no longer being available. 

 Where they have not already done so, take appropriate measures to ensure they 
comply with ownership and control requirements post-transition. 

 Airlines and other operators in the aviation industry should ensure suppliers of 
products and services in their supply chain have the appropriate certification in 
accordance with EU rules.

 Ensure compliance of aviation personnel with EU certification requirements as           
of the end of the transition period, by transferring UK-issued certificates to an             
EU authority. 

 Take preparatory actions in accordance with the European Commission guidance. 

The European Commission’s Readiness Notices for the 
Aviation sector include: 

•  Notice on Air Transport16

•  Notices on Aviation Security and Aviation Safety17 
•  Notice on Consumer Protection and Passenger Rights18 

 For more information visit: https://www.transport.gov.mt/contact-61  

1   https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_aviation_access.pdf 

16 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_aviation_access.pdf 
17 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_aviation_safety.pdf 
18 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/consumer_protection_and_passenger_rights_en.pdf
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3.1.2  –  Road  

Key issues relating to road haulage, including point-to-point 
access, transit and cabotage, remain to be agreed between the 
EU and the UK. The outcome of the negotiations will determine 
the level of access that will be allowed from 1 January 2021. 
However, even if an agreement is reached, it will not provide for 
the same level of access as is currently available. 

Should the negotiations fail to conclude successfully 
there are limited internationally agreed fall backs for the 
international haulage sector. 

From 1 January 2021, regardless of the outcome of the 
ongoing negotiations, the UK will no longer apply the rules 
of the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union. This means 
any business which moves goods from, to and through the 
UK will be subject to a range of new customs formalities 
and other regulatory requirements. Businesses, including 
haulage and logistic companies, should be familiar with 
all documentation that will be required for moving goods 
between Ireland and the UK from this date. Hauliers will not 
be able to board ferries to and from the UK from 1 January 
2021 unless all documentation has been completed in 
advance and properly presented.

For more information visit:                                                             
https://www.transport.gov.mt/contact-61  
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3.1.3  –  Maritime Issues 

Seafarers

All certifications of seafarers that have been renewed during the 
transition period will continue to be valid until their expiry.

The European Commission has updated a number of its Readiness 
Notices on the Maritime Sector, including between March 2020 and 
July 2020 and these include: 

•  On Maritime Security19

•  On Maritime Transport20

•  On Maritime Transport - CO2 Emissions Reporting21 

For more information visit:                                                                               
https://www.transport.gov.mt/contact-61  

19 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/aviation_  
    and_maritime_security_en_1.pdf
20 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/maritime_ 
     transport_en.pdf
21  https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/file_import/co2-emissions-  
     reporting-in-maritime-transport_en_0.pdf
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3.2 
Driving licence and 
insurance requirements 

After the end of the transition period, 
UK driving licences will no longer be 
valid for persons living in Malta. UK 
licence holders will need to exchange 
their UK licence for a Maltese licence. 

The European Commission has 
published a Readiness Notice on Road 
Transport, including driving licences.22 

 

Details of how to exchange your licence 
can be found on: https://www.transport.
gov.mt/land/licence/exchange-your-
foreign-driving-licence-785 

3.3 
Roaming 

At the end of the transition period, 
access for Maltese consumers to    
Roam-Like-At-Home in the European 
Union will no longer apply in relation to 
travel to the UK. 

Mobile operators will as a result               
be able to apply a surcharge on       
roaming customers. 

The majority of telecommunication 
operators have indicated their intention 
to continue with the present regime 
after December 2020, this however 
could be subject to change over time. 

22 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/road_transport_en.pdf
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04.

Trade in 
Services 

From 1 January 2021, regardless of the outcome of 
ongoing negotiations, the UK will no longer apply 
the rules of the EU’s Single Market for Services. 
This will mean an end to the automatic facility in 
EU law that has generally allowed UK businesses, 
as businesses established in an EU Member State, 
to provide services in another EU Member State. 
The access for services and investment may be 
limited to the market access commitments taken in 
the WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services 
(GATS) by the EU and the UK.
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This means that UK businesses will no longer enjoy such 
benefits as freedom of establishment, a common regulatory 
and supervisory environment, or the EU’s system of recognition 
of professional qualifications. The concept of ‘passporting’, 
which implies that authorisations issued by one Member State 
based on Union rules are sufficient to access the entire EU 
Single Market, will also no longer apply to the UK.  

A Maltese business operating in the UK, or a business in the UK, 
operating in the EU, must prepare for these changes to access 
rights and take steps to understand the impacts on operations 
of any rules, procedures, and/or authorisations that control the 
provision of services in each jurisdiction.  

 

4.1 
Importation of vehicles

In the event that a deal is not reached between the United 
Kingdom and the European Union, all imports from the 
United Kingdom have to be covered by Customs formalities. 
This means that these consignments have to be covered by 
a Customs declaration, where all the associated duties and 
other relevant taxes such as VAT and excise have to be paid 
prior to releasing the goods for free circulation within the EU. 
The procedure will be the same as that currently employed for 
imports from other third country to the EU. For example, an 
importation of (new or used) cars will be subject to 10% duty 
and 18% vat.
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4.2
Financial Services

Whilst the ‘passporting’ of financial services between the EU 
and the UK will no longer be possible following the end of the 
transition period, in certain cases, the EU may recognise that 
the regulatory or supervisory regime of a non-EU country is 
equivalent to the corresponding EU regime. 

Temporary equivalence decisions have already been granted 
for financial stability reasons in a number of areas and the 
European Commission continues to assess if it is possible to 
adopt further equivalence decisions. For its part, the UK has 
introduced a Temporary Permission Regime (TPR), allowing for 
EEA firms to operate for a limited period of three years after the 
passporting regime ends while they seek authorisation from the 
UK regulators.   

  

As a large transmitter of data between the UK and EU, the 
financial services sector will also be particularly impacted by the 
outcome of parallel discussions on data adequacy. 
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23 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/asset_management_en.pdf
24 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/banking_services_en.pdf
25 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/insurance_en.pdf
26 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/financial_instruments_en.pdf
27 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/post_trade_services_en.pdf

 Government will in the period to the end of transition: 

Continue to monitor any potential new risks that emerge as we get closer to the 
end of transition and work closely with financial services sector to ensure that 
they have contingency plans in place so as to minimise the impact on customers, 
investors and markets. 

 Continue to encourage timely assessments and/or decisions by the European 
Commission on matters such as equivalence, including in those areas where 
equivalence will not be granted, to allow clarity for firms planning for the end of 
the transition period. 

Businesses should now:

 Finalise your readiness and contingency planning and take preparatory actions 
in accordance with the European Commission guidance. 

 Assess current arrangements and develop plans to ensure compliance with 
GDPR and other relevant EU Directives and Regulations for data transfers to 
third countries in the event of no UK data adequacy decision being made.  

 The European Commission has published Readiness Notices in the area of 
Financial Services, including:  

•  on Asset Management23

•  on Banking and Payment Services24

•  on Insurance and Re-Insurance25

•  on Investment Services26

•  on Post-Trade Financial Services27 

 For more information visit: https://www.mfsa.mt/  
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4.3
Recognition of 
Professional Qualifications 

Existing EU professional qualifications will continue to be recognised 
in the UK and likewise existing UK qualifications will continue to be 
recognised in the EU. This recognition is included through a provision 
in the Withdrawal Agreement for the grandfathering of currently 
recognised qualifications.  

Any person applying to have their qualification recognised for the 
first time from 1 January 2021 will no longer be covered by the EU’s 
Professional Qualifications Directive. The recognition of new EU 
qualifications in the UK and vice-versa, will continue to be possible 
following the end of the transition period, although this will be based on 
national rules and processes will be more complex. 

NCFHE and competent professional boards, are preparing for this 
change. New arrangements will however be more complex and subject to 
the approach taken by individual regulators and competent authorities. 

 

Individuals should now:

Engage with their relevant professional body or regulator for more 
information in respect of their profession and or qualifications and, if 
necessary, take any remedial action before the end of the transition period. 

This will be particularly important for individuals expecting to qualify 
after the transition period whose qualifications fall within the scope of 
the EU directives.    
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05.

Residence, 
Movement of 
People and 
other related 
issues 
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5.1 
UK nationals’ residence status 
following Brexit

In view of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, UK nationals and 
their family members residing in Malta shall continue to do so 
on the conditions provided for in the Withdrawal Agreement 
and national legislation. In this regard, the Government 
of Malta has published a legal notice which regulates UK 
nationals’ residence status following the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU.

UK nationals, who had been residing in Malta on the basis of 
their Treaty rights as EU nationals prior to or on the last day 
of the transition period, will be entitled to continue to reside 
in Malta and move freely in and out of the country, as well as 
other associated rights, as specified in the Agreement. The 
said rights also extend to family members, who fall under the 
provisions of the Withdrawal Agreement. However, family 
members, other than children, will only be covered by the 
provisions of this Agreement if their relationship would have 
commenced before the end of the transition period.

UK nationals settling in Malta during the transition period 
(between 1st February 2020 and 31st December 2020 may 
apply for their new residence status after three (3) months of 
their arrival in Malta and before 30th June 2021. Such deadline 
also applies in relation to persons who had been residing in 
Malta prior to the withdrawal date.
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UK nationals and their family members who were 
not residing in Malta prior to the withdrawal date 
but will be arriving in the country by 31st December 
2020 will also benefit from the rights provided 
for in the Withdrawal Agreement.Applicants who 
have the right to commence residence after 31st 
December 2020 must submit their application 
either within three (3) months of their arrival in 
Malta or before 30th June 2021, whichever is later.

Identity Malta Agency has been reaching out 
to all potential beneficiaries who have a valid 
residence document. The application process to 
change one’s status is being staggered and there 
will be no processing fees when applying for the 
new document. 

Applicants will be required to personally submit 
their application by calling at Identity Malta’s 
Expatriates Unit in Valley Road, Msida on the dates 
indicated in the letter they will be receiving. 

Applicants residing in Gozo would need to 
apply at the eResidence Unit, St. Francis Square, 
Victoria, Gozo.

In this regard, a residence document valid for 
a period of 10 years in a harmonized format 
stipulated by the EU will be issued to the said 
beneficiaries and will be automatically renewed on 
application, provided that the relative conditions 
remain satisfied.

The existing document shall continue to remain 
valid until the new residence document is issued.

UK nationals and family members arriving in 
Malta during the transition period should set an 

appointment by email on brexit.ima@gov.mt and 
subsequently submit their application in person 
at the Expatriates Unit EU Section, Valley Road, 
Msida, Floor 2. Applicants residing in Gozo can 
apply at the eResidence Unit, St. Francis Square, 
Victoria, Gozo

For more information see: 
https://identitymalta.com/uk-nationals-
residence-status-following-brexit/ 

Furthermore, the Malta Retirement Programme 
Rules were amended to extend the programme 
to third county nationals. This was particularly 
important for UK citizens who were beneficiaries 
under the Malta Retirement Programme Rules 
and who, due to the changes brought about by 
the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union, would otherwise have been 
unable to continue being beneficiaries under 
these rules. UK nationals who were benefitting 
under the Residence Programme Rules (TRP) or 
the High Net-worth individual rules (HNWI), both 
programmes which are open for EU/EEA or Swiss 
Nationals were given the option to switch their 
status under the Global Residence Programme 
Rules (GRP) by the end of 2020.

**As regards UK nationals who wish to move 
to Malta following the end of the transition 
period and who will not be covered by the 
Withdrawal Agreement, these will be subject to 
the immigration rules and legislation applicable 
to third country nationals, but would be granted a 
residence permit with a validity period of ten years. 

They will, however, be subject to the statutory 
and policy requirements prior to the issue of such 
permits and the payment of fees related to the 
purpose of the stay in Malta.
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5.2 
Maltese Citizens 
in the UK 

All Maltese citizens living, working and studying in the United 
Kingdom, who are looking for answers to their questions 
about how Brexit will impact their rights in the UK, the 
UK’s Settlement Scheme as well as the UK’s Points-Based 
Immigration System, can get in touch with the Consulate within 
the Malta High Commission, London.

As of 1 February 2020, the UK is no longer part of the EU. The 
United Kingdom’s transition period will end on 31 December 
2020. All Maltese citizens who take up residence in the United 
Kingdom by the end of the transition period, will be required 
to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme (only those Maltese 
Citizens who hold also British Citizenship are not eligible to 
apply to this scheme). 

It is important that all Maltese citizens who are eligible apply to 
this scheme, apply on time. This settlement status will enable 
Maltese citizens to be able to continue to stay lawfully in the UK. 
If you successfully apply under the Scheme, you will be granted 
“Settled” or “PreSettled Status” depending on how long you have 
lived in the UK before your application. Failure to apply under 
this Scheme before the application deadline of 30 June 2021, 
means that your future residence in the UK may be unlawful.

It is free to apply. You have to complete an online application 
form using a computer, tablet or smartphone. The Home Office 
application checks three things: (1) your identity, (2) your 
residence in the UK and (3) any criminal record you may have.



Government of Malta: Readiness Action Plan

50



November           2020

51

Once you are granted with either settled or 
pre-settled status, you need to ensure: 

1.  That you have received the outcome of   
       your application via email 

2.  Make sure that you do not lose your status  
      (visit https://www.gov.uk/settled-status- 
      eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-         
      presettled-status-means to find out more  
      on how to retain your status)

3.  If you are granted with pre-settled status,          
       you can apply for settled status after you          
       have completed your five years  
       of residence) 

4.  Update your details online if you change                        
       your personal or contact details (https://                
       www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-         
       families/after-youve-applied)

5.  If you get a new passport or ID card, you  
       need to update your status online (https:// 
       www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-         
       families/after-youve-applied)

6.  You will need to learn how to prove your  
       status to third parties (example: employers  
       and landlords etc…)(https://www.gov.uk/ 
       settled-status-eu-citizens-families/after- 
       youve-applied)

So far, the total number of applications 
submitted by Maltese citizens amounts 
to 5,580. 

Those who are planning to move and work 
in the United Kingdom after the end of the 
transition period (that is the 1st January 2021) 
will be subjected to the United Kingdom’s new 
points-based system. 

       

All Maltese Citizens residing in the UK and who 
are reliant on their Maltese Passport as a valid 
form of Identification and travel document are 
encouraged to maintain their passports in date 
and allow ample time for renewal. 
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Contact details of the Malta 
High Commission in London:

Main line: (0) 207 292 4800 

Email: consul.london@gov.mt 

Website: 
https://foreignandeu.gov.mt/en/Embassies/Hc_
London/Pages/Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx

For more information 
on EU Citizens’ Rights: 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/united-
kingdom_en and https://www.eurights.uk/

To apply to the 
EU Settlement Scheme: 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-
families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means

For more information on the UK’s 
Points-based Immigration system: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-
policy-statement/the-uks-points-based-
immigration-system-policy-statement

Information for business 
owners in the UK: 

https://www.gov.uk/transition?utm_
campaign=transition_p3g&utm_
medium=cpc&utm_source=seg&utm_content=ala_
act0&gclid=CI6LwvbyxewCFZFOGwod064Ppw

Information for 
visitors to the UK: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-
after-brexit and https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
visiting-the-uk-from-1-january-2021 

Information for students: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-
points-based-immigration-system-eu-student-
information

Information for those with a criminal 
conviction: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-
office-announces-tougher-criminality-rules-for-
eu-citizens 

Those who need to apply can 
do so via the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-
families/settled-status-if-youre-under-21?step-
by-step-nav=0c79b832-75de-4854-8154-
d62774a8dfb8

N.B. All Maltese Citizens who qualify for this scheme 
are encouraged to apply before the end of the 
transition period, that is, the 31st December 2020. 

The EU Settlement Resolution Centre 
can be contacted via the details available on the 
following link: https://www.gov.uk/contact-ukvi-
inside-outside-uk/y/inside-the-uk/eu-settlement-
scheme-settled-and-pre-settled-status
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More sources of assistance in 
applying to the EU Settlement 
Scheme: 

a.  Digital assistance: 
https://www.gov.uk/assisted-
digital-help-online-applications 

b.  Community Support for 
Vulnerable Citizens:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/eu-settlement-
scheme-community-support-for-
vulnerable-citizens 

c.  Locations of Chip-Checker Services 
(to be used for scanning of your 
passport in completing your EU 
Settlement Scheme application 
if you are unable to do so via the 
application downloaded on your 
phone): 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/eu-settlement-
scheme-id-document-scanner-
locations/locations-offering-chip-
checker-services and https://www.
gov.uk/guidance/using-the-eu-exit-
id-document-check-app

Use of Maltese ID Cards as 
valid travel documents: 
 

• As part of the points-based immigration system, the 
United Kingdom will phase out the use of EU, EEA and 
Swiss national identity cards as a valid travel document 
for entry to the UK. 

• From 1 October 2021, EU, EEA and Swiss nationals will 
require a passport to travel to the UK. 

• This will not apply to those EU, EEA and Swiss 
nationals whose rights are protected by the 
withdrawal agreements, including those covered by 
the EU Settlement Scheme and frontier workers, who 
will still be able to use national identity cards for travel 
until 31 December 2025 at least. 

• Before 1 October 2021, EU, EEA and Swiss nationals 
can enter the UK with a passport or national identity 
card as they do now. 

• The UK Government encourages all EU, EEA and Swiss 
travelers to use a passport where possible. This allows 
them to benefit from the use of e-Gates; the quickest 
and most efficient method of crossing the border. 

• National identity cards will remain a valid proof of 
identity and nationality for EU, EEA and Swiss citizens 
applying to the EU Settlement Scheme. These EU 
citizens will continue to be able to use their passport 
or national identity card to demonstrate their rights 
to work and to rent, or to access benefits and services, 
until 30 June 2021. 

• If EU, EEA and Swiss citizens without protected rights 
under the withdrawal agreements travel to the UK 
without a passport from 1 October 2021, they are 
liable to be refused entry. 

N.B. All Maltese citizens who are resident in the UK or will 
be resident by the end of the transition period and who 
do not hold a UK Citizenship will need to apply for the EU 
Settlement Scheme, irrelevant of when they started to 
reside in the UK.
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5.3 
Health Entitlements

European Social Security Co-ordination will continue 
to apply across the EU for those UK Nationals referred 
to in Article 30 and 32 of the Withdrawal Agreement, 
at the end of the Transition Period. In simpler terms, 
those who are coverd by the Withdrawal Agreement 
will continue to enjoy entitlement as they do today 
indefinitely (this applies to UK nationals covered by the 
Withdrawal Agreement and are resident in Malta and 
Maltese nationals who are covered by the Withdrawal 
Agreement (i.e. registered as part of the EU settlement 
scheme) in the UK). 

UK nationals in possession of an EHIC document by an EU 
Member State at the end of the transition period or after, 
will be able to continue to access their EHIC entitlements 
in a straightforward manner after the transition period 
in the EU. EHIC documents will no longer be valid or 
recognised for entitlement in the UK. 

EHIC documents issued by the UK will no longer be valid 
after the end of the transition period.

The specialised treatments provided for in Malta’s 
Reciprocal Health Agreement with the UK will not          
be affected. 



November           2020

55

5.4 
Medical Treatment ongoing 
on the last day of the transition period

EU citizens who started or planned necessary treatment pursuant 
to Articles 20 and 27 of Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 in the United 
Kingdom before the withdrawal date and continue the treatment after 
the withdrawal date, a request for Provisional Replacement Certificate 
(PRC) should be directed to NHS Business Services Authority 
(NHSBSA). Treatment should be processed, provided that, based on 
medical grounds, the treatment could not be interrupted and continued 
upon return to the competent Member State after the withdrawal date.

This Communication does not include the outcomes of the ongoing 
negotiations between the European Union and the United Kingdom.

5.5 
Travel to the UK 

The EU has adopted an amendment to the Visa Regulation that exempts 
UK nationals from visa requirements, provided that all Union citizens 
are equally exempt from UK visa requirements. 

Therefore, for stays of up to 90 days in 180-day periods, there will be no 
visa requirements for EU nationals going to the UK and for UK nationals 
coming to the EU.
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 5.6 
Social Security Coordination – 
Withdrawal Agreement Provisions

EU citizens arriving in the UK during the transition period will enjoy the 
same rights and guarantees as those who arrived before Brexit. The 
same will apply to UK citizens arriving in the EU.  EU and UK citizens 
covered by these provisions shall continue to benefit from the same for 
their lifetime, unless they cease to meet the relative conditions.

 

In terms of social security rights, the following persons will be covered 
by the transitional arrangements:

• Cross-Border Workers:
• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, stateless persons, refugees 

and their respective family members insured in the UK before 
31/12/2020, even if not resident there. 

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, stateless persons, refugees 
and their respective family members insured in the EU before 
31/12/2020, even if not resident there.

• Posted Workers:
• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, stateless persons, refugees 

and their respective family members living in the UK but insured 
in EU before 31/12/2020  

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, stateless persons, refugees 
and their respective family members living in the EU before 
31/12/2020. 

• Workers Employed in Two or 
        More Member States:



November           2020

57

• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, 
stateless persons, refugees and their 
respective family members working in the 
UK but insured in EU before 31/12/2020  

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, 
stateless persons, refugees and their 
respective family members working in the 
EU before 31/12/2020.

NOTE: Coverage shall last as long as there is no 
interruption in the situations described above. 
If there is an interruption, the transitional 
arrangements shall cease to apply. 

In terms of social security benefits, the following 
areas will be covered by the transitional 
arrangements:

• Aggregation of Insurance Periods for 
Sickness, Maternity, Unemployment Benefits 
and Pensions:
• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, 

stateless persons, refugees who contributed 
in the UK before 31/12/2020. 

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, 
stateless persons, refugees who contributed 
in the EU before 31/12/2020. 

• Family Benefits:
Articles 67 to 69 of Regulation 883/2004 shall 

continue to apply where entitlement exists as 
on 31/12/2020 for:
• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, 

stateless persons, refugees insured in the EU 
with family members residing in the UK.

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, 
stateless persons, refugees insured in the 
UK with family members residing in the EU. 

When a person is no longer in a cross-border 
situation between Malta and the UK as on Brexit 
date, the transitional arrangements apply only for 
aggregation purposes. 

• Aggregation of Insurance Periods for 
Sickness, Maternity, Unemployment Benefits 
and Pensions:
• EU citizens, Third Country Nationals, 

stateless persons, refugees who contributed 
in the UK before 31/12/2020 but are no 
longer insured in the UK

• UK citizens, Third Country Nationals, 
stateless persons, refugees who contributed 
in the EU before 31/12/2020 but are no 
longer insured in the EU. 

Information and FAQ’s related to the 
Withdrawal Agreement are available here: 
https://socialsecurity.gov.mt/en/Pages/Brexit-
Information.aspx
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5.7 
Social Security Coordination – 
Post Withdrawal Agreement 
Provisions

In the absence of an EU wide agreement with the UK 
or a Bilateral Agreement, persons who will engage in 
a cross-border activity between Malta and the UK 
after the 1st January 2021 will essentially be moving 
to a Third Country and will therefore be subject to the 
applicable social security provisions as follows.

Payment of Contributions

Any person resident in Malta who performs a work 
activity in the UK for a defined period will be allowed 
to remain insured in Malta whilst working in the UK.

UK nationals who move to Malta to work but present 
a certification from the UK authorities that for the 
duration of the activity, they will remain insured in the 
UK, Malta will exempt these persons from paying their 
social security contributions in Malta. 
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UK nationals who move to Malta to work but do 
not present a certification from the UK authorities, 
shall pay their contributions in Malta like any other 
Third Country national working in Malta.

 

Family Benefits

Any person working in Malta whose children are 
not resident in Malta (but remained in the UK 
with one of their parents for example) shall not 
be eligible for family benefits from Malta, like any 
other Third Country national.

 

Maternity Benefits

Any person who was last insured in Malta before 
giving birth/adopting, and moves to the UK, will no 
longer be entitled for Maternity Benefit from Malta. 

Unemployment Benefits

Any person receiving unemployment benefits from 
Malta (Contributory Unemployment Benefit not 
Non-Contributory Unemployment Assistance) 
who opts to continue looking for employment 
in the UK will not continue to receive their 
unemployment benefits from Malta.

UK nationals cannot move to Malta to look for 
employment.  They can move to Malta only when 
they have a work permit issued by Identity Malta. 

Contributions paid in the UK after 1st January 
2021 will not be taken into account for calculating 
entitlement to unemployment benefits. 

Sickness Benefits  

Any person insured in Malta who falls sick whilst 
working in the UK, must still present the blue medical 
certificate to the Department of Social Security.  

Contributions paid in the UK after 1st January 
2021 will not be taken into account for calculating 
entitlement to sickness benefits.

Injury Benefits

Any person insured in Malta who suffers an injury 
on duty whilst working in the UK, must claim 
injury benefit directly with the Department of 
Social Security. 

Pensions

Any person resident in the UK who is in receipt of 
a pension from Malta will continue to receive such 
pension from Malta regularly after 1st January 2021. 

The contributions paid in the UK after 1st January 
2021, for persons whose activity in the UK started 
after 1st January 2021, will not be taken into account 
when calculating the Maltese pension entitlement.

Persons insured in the territory of Guernsey 
and the Isle of Man shall remain covered by the 
provisions of the Bilateral Agreement between 
Malta and the UK in view of the fact that these 
territories were never part of the EU.  
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06.

Other
Sectoral
Issues
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6.1 
Judicial and Law 
Enforcement Cooperation  

Judicial and Law Enforcement Cooperation between Malta 
and the UK remains of primary importance. Measures, 
though less optimum than the current EU framework, 
are already in place to ensure a viable extradition system 
with the UK, and to maintain the system of exchange of 
law enforcement data in a manner compatible with EU 
instruments on data protection. 

Solutions have been identified and will be put in place 
to ensure the necessary exchange of police information 
between Malta and UK law enforcement agencies within the 
framework of the EU Data Protection regime, in the event 
that the EU does not grant an adequacy decision to the UK on 
GDPR and the Law Enforcement Data Protection Directive. 

The European Commission has recently published a Notice 
to Stakeholders to apply in the field of civil justice and private 
international law after the end of the transition period28. 
In particular, the Commission recommends “Stakeholders 
that intend to conclude contracts with a person or company 
in the United Kingdom or to launch proceedings in civil or 
commercial matters related to the United Kingdom or to 
enforce judgments in such matters should seek legal advice”.  

28 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/
civil_justice_en.pdf
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 Government will: 

•  Work to put in place appropriate arrangements between Malta and the UK, 
where possible. 

•  Work to ensure international conventions mitigate effects on cooperation in the 
area of civil justice, with particular emphasis on family law and on the recognition 
and enforcement of judgements in civil and commercial matters. 

•  Step up communications and stakeholder engagement to ensure awareness of 
potential legal impacts for businesses.  

Businesses should now:

•  Have contractual arrangements with UK businesses and develop clauses for 
inclusion in contracts. 

•  Keep abreast of any developments with regard to continuing market regulatory 
equivalence of the UK under EU law and vice versa. 

 The European Commission has published a notice to stakeholders on the 
withdrawal of the UK and EU rules in the field of Civil Justice and Private 
International Law.29

29 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/civil_justice_en.pdf
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6.2 
Transfer of Personal Data 

At the end of transition period the UK will no longer be bound by the European 
Union’s data protection legislation. 

Transfers of personal data to the UK can continue but they must comply with the 
rules and safeguards for transferring such data to non-EU countries as outlined in the 
EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) or in the Law Enforcement Directive. 
The EU can adopt a unilateral ‘adequacy’ decision, on the basis of Article 45 of the 
GDPR, if it deems that the third country offers an adequate level of data protection. 
Such an assessment is being undertaken by the Commission of the UK at present. 

It is not known when this assessment will be completed. In the absence of a data 
adequacy decision, the rules governing the transfer of personal data to the United 
Kingdom, other than those governed by Article 71(1) of the Withdrawal Agreement, 
will change.   The GDPR makes it clear that the process in such data flows should be 
well guarded by means of standard contractual clauses, or binding corporate rules (for 
the latter, this mostly applies when corporations are involved rather than nations).  

Businesses should now: 

Take preparatory actions in accordance with the European Commission 
guidance: assess current arrangements and develop plans to ensure 
compliance with GDPR and other relevant EU Directives and Regulations 
for data transfers to third countries in the event of no UK data adequacy 
decision being made. 

 

The European Commission has published a Readiness Notice on Data Protection.30

For more information visit: https://idpc.org.mt/ 

30 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/data_protection_en.pdf
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For further information 
or any specific queries 
kindly contact: 

•  Brexit helpline: 153

•  Email: brexit@gov.mt 

•  Facebook: BREXIT - BE PREPARED

•  Website: www.brexit.gov.mt 

7.0

Contact






