ISSUE 19

30/03/2020

FINES FOR GATHERINGS

Cabinet of Ministers agreed that new regulations should be enacted to address the situation of persons who
are not taking heed of the recommendations put forward by the health authorities. By means of a new
legal notice, it will be prohibited for groups of more than 3 persons to congregate in public places. In cases
where police came upon four or more persons together, these will each be ﬁned one hundred euro. The
exceptions are queues waiting at bus stops and queues forming for one to access essential services such as
banks, although there is still an obligation in the legal notice for a two-metre distance between one person
and another to be kept.

WI-FI IN PUBLIC PLACES
Another decision that was taken is to limit the Wi-Fi service in public spaces, with the aim to lessen the presence
of groups of persons in these areas. The majority of the people are co-operating, but there are those who are not.
Governent will no longer tolerate obstruction of the valuable work that the country is carrying out against
Covid-19. To this end, police will increase their resources and, with the help of the cavalry and dogs sections,
as from tomorrow the situation of groups of persons who have decided to go on picnics, or in the countryside,
will be tackled. The responsibility to follow the directives that the health authorities are rolling out falls upon us all.
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TESTING ON THE INCREASE
In the last 24 hours, a record number of swabs were carried out – a total of 637 – so that people positive
for Covid-19 could be identiﬁed. As a result of these tests, 5 other persons were identiﬁed to have contracted
the virus, one of whom in Gozo. 3 cases are the result of travel, and 2 as a result of local transmission. In all,
there are 156 persons in our country who have tested positive for the virus. There are 4 patients in ITU, one of
whom – an elderly person – remains in a critical state. The strategy of the health authorities remains for more
tests to be carried out so that more cases are unearthed, with the aim of isolating these cases in the initial
stages. It is important that those who are sent for the swab test remain home till the results are in.

VULNERABLE PERSONS
Those persons who have a chronic illness that was listed as one of the conditions that make them vulnerable
to Covid-19, and who have not received the letter to remain home except for urgent necessities, are required
to send an email on covid19.vulnerable@gov.mt, together with a copy of their Yellow Card, so that health
experts may advise them what to do. Those who do not have access to e-mail should phone 111.
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AID MEASURES
Malta Enterprise applications for aid measures to companies, businessess, and the self-employed who have
all been affected by the measures taken against the transmission of Covid-19, have opened. These
applications can be found on the website covid19.maltaenterprise.com, where the 3 ﬁnancial aid packages
announced by government are listed, along with the categories that have, up till now, beneﬁted from these
aid measures. The website lists the schemes under which employers, or the self-employed, can beneﬁt.
Applications will remain open for an indeﬁnite time. Companies and businesses are to phone 144, or send an
e-mail on covid@maltaenterprise.com for more guidelines and help.

INSPECTIONS

Food and drinks establishments continued to follow the regulations for their closure due to the spread of Covid-19.
However, several take-aways were warned to ensure that their clients keep an appropriate distance amongst
themselves. Clients were themselves asked to take note. In all, 660 inspections were carried out in the last
24 hours, for a total of 9,600 inspections. Abuses are to be reported on 21692447. As regards inspections on
those under obligatory quarantine, no persons were found to have broken the law. In all, 474 inspections in Malta
and Gozo were carried out. The appeal remains for one and all to remain responsible, and co-operate with the
directives being given by the authorities.
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HELPLINES
111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information
21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine
1772 – For those who are feeling lonely.
153 – For those who require information about the ﬁnancial measures
administered by the Department for Social Security.
144 – For those who require information about the ﬁnancial measures
administered by Malta Enterprise.
2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta
25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus
21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.
25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).
25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.
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