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Dear Deputy Prime Minister, 

 

I would like to thank you for your letter of 11 January 2021, in which you express your 

strong support to the EU Strategy for COVID-19 vaccines
1
, and stress its added value for 

smaller Member States. 

The Strategy has indeed allowed the Commission and Member States to create a broad 

portfolio of promising vaccine candidates, and the roll out of the vaccines having so far 

been authorised for the EU market has started in countries, focusing on priority groups, 

such as older persons and health professionals. 

In your letter, you share the point of view that the Strategy should not only allow for joint 

procurement of the first and second dose of COVID-19 vaccines, but also for a booster 

dose if needed. I take note of your position, bearing in mind, like you, that there are still 

many unknowns about the build-up of immunity in individuals having been vaccinated 

against COVID-19, including the potential need for additional doses.  

 

 

Hon. Dr. Chris Fearne 

Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister for Health 

Palazzo Castellania, Merchant street, Valletta 

Malta 
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In your letter, you also stress that that the immunological impact of COVID-19 vaccines 

should be closely monitored, and I fully agree.  

While the responsibility for vaccination policies, programmes and services lies with 

Member States, the Commission, in collaboration with the ECDC, is closely monitoring 

the roll out of COVID-19 vaccines in countries, to be able to possibly step in if needed. 

Data is key for this endeavour, and I urge Member States to report at least twice a week to 

the ECDC about key parameters in relation to the progress of national vaccination 

campaigns. In general, Member States need to ramp up vaccination and, in particular, 

make sure that all available doses are used up. 

I thank you once again for your continuous support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Electronically signed on 05/02/2021 11:20 (UTC+01) in accordance with article 11 of Commission Decision C(2020) 4482
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